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the Army Specialized Training Program or Navy Reserve Training
Program, both at the college level. The Army required an AGCT
score of 115 or better, high-school graduation, and recommendations
of merit. Naval units required similar standards, even more rigid, as
the Navy program led to a commission, while the ASTP did not
necessarily do so.
In all these special educational opportunities, including that of the
Air Force described above, eligibility was based on ability of individ-
uals to profit from training and, in return, to render more valuable
service thereby. Selection was determined by previous training,
aptitude, preference, personality factors, and the needs of the service.
Most important, however, was aptitude.
Undoubtedly, every member of the armed forces faced at some time
in his military career a choice between security and danger, in which
security could be obtained by failure to demonstrate maximum ability.
The extent to which resort to affected incapacity influenced such deci-
sions will never be determined, but opportunities to escape sendee, to
avoid arduous assignments, to obtain release, or to obtain disability
discharge with pension eligibility were certainly not always overlooked.
Malingering, or "goldbricking," was a serious problem for psycho-
logical workers, especially at induction stations, training camps, in
combat units, and in hospitals. Its detection is not easy in most cases
and seemingly impossible in many. It is probable that the out-and-
out malingerer who deliberately and premeditatedly feigned illness or
inflicted wounds on himself was rare. Similarly, few cases have been
observed or reported in which purely fictitious incapacities were
feigned. Most commonly, malingerers exaggerated some existing
defect with varying degrees of insight into their frauds and with more
or less adequate rationalizations for it. The selectee who was loath to
leave his home and his war-industry wages faced a strong temptation to
present his slight myopia as extreme and might go about the induction
with a peering look, bumping into door cases and stumbling over
benches. The soldier who actually wrenched his back in a jeep acci-
dent might report excruciating pain despite lack of X-ray evidence of
skeletal injury. Only the most realistic and objective individual will
fail to convince himself in time that the role he is playing is not the
true state of affairs. If he is thoroughly convinced, of course, he is not
a genuine malingerer, nor is he a good military risk.
Hunt and Older1 reported detection of malingerers through use
1 Hunt, W. A., and Older, EL J., Detection of Malingering through Psycho-
metric Tests, UJS. Naval Med. BuU. 5, 1943, 1318-1323.